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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
TALKING POINTS FOR MALDEF AWARDS RECEPTION 

WASHINGTON, DC 
May 16, 2000 

Acknowledge: MALDEF Pres. Antonia Hernandez and other members ofthe MALDEF 
Board; Ambassador Luis Lauredo; award winners: Sec. Richardson, Dr. Ruth Sanchez Way, John 
Trasvina; White House advisers: Maria Echaveste, Mickey Ibarra, Ray Martinez, Brian Barretto. 

Two years ago, in the East Room ofthe White House, I had the great honor of giving 
MALDEF's co-founder Mario Obledo the highest civilian honor our nation can bestow, the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom. I'm just sorry he couldn't be here tonight. I still remember 
telling the story of how, in MALDEF's early years, Mr. Obledo received a complaint that a public 
swimming pool in Texas was barring young Mexican-Americans at the gate. And what did Mr. 
Obledo do? Well, he decided to drive 200 miles to take a swim. 

Mr. Obledo was not allowed to enter the pool, and he filed suit. He prevailed in court -
and opened up public facilities to young Latinos all over the country. That case was just one of 
hundreds of landmark civil rights victories MALDEF has won over the past 32 years - giving voice 
to the voiceless, widening the circle of opportunity, helping America to rise ever higher toward the 
more-perfect union of our founders' dreams. 

When I became President seven and a half years ago, it was clear to me that we had to 
go beyond the kind of divide-and-conquer politics that had dominated our country for many 
years. I knew that if we could make a virtue of our diversity - not just tolerate it but celebrate it -
we would have no trouble seizing the potential of our increasingly interconnected world. 

And so we have worked for seven and a half years for a society in which there is 
opportunity for all, responsibility from all, and a community of all Americans. And it is 
working. We have the strongest economy we have ever had, with the lowest Hispanic 
unemployment rate in history, the highest Hispanic home-ownership on record, the largest drop in 
Hispanic poverty in a generation. We are moving forward. 

Economic Accomplishments: EITC. New Markets. Small Business Loans (last year 
alone, SBA granted nearly 3 times as many loans to Hispanic entrepreneurs as it did in 1992). 

Equal Opportunity Accomplishments: An Administration that looks like America (more 
Hispanic appointees than any other Administration; e.g.. Bill Richardson, Maria Echaveste, Mickey 
Ibarra, Aida Alvarez, Ida Castro, Louis Caldera). Worked with you to ensure a fair, accurate, and 
complete Census (early reports indicate that your extraordinary efforts are paying off, with 
significant increase in response rate in minority communities). Expanding Civil Rights enforcement 
(last year, 19% increase for Civil Rights Division). 

Education Accomplishments: Enacted Hispanic Education Action Plan - to reach out to 
Hispanic youth, encourage them to stay in school, and go on to college. Nearly doubled funding for 
HeadStart. More than doubled funding for after-school programs. Strengthened bilingual and 
immigrant education. Opened doors of college to all Americans. 

1 



Health Accomplishments: Extended health care to millions of children; now working to 
extend same coverage to their parents. Raised immunization rates to all-time high. 

But now is not the time to rest. Today, I want to focus on a few of the areas where we 
have much more to do. 

First and foremost, we must continue to work together to ensure that our federal 
courts reflect America's growing racial and ethnic diversity. I'm proud that I have appointed 
the most diverse group of federal judges in history - even prouder that my appointments have 
garnered the highest percentages of top ratings from the American Bar Association in 40 years. We 
have shattered the myth that diversity somehow diminishes quality. I am especially proud that we 
have succeeded in appointing more Hispanic Americans to the federal bench than any 
Administration in history. To date, 24 of my judicial appointees have been Hispanic Americans, 
more than in the previous two Republican Administrations combined. 

Unfortunately, several eminently qualified minority nominees have become casualties 
of a highly politicized confirmation process. Last year, an African American state supreme court 
judge named Ronnie White was rejected solely on the basis of party politics. Now, the same 
appears to be happening with Enrique Moreno, of Texas. Earlier this month, Texas Senators 
Gramm and Hutchison announced that they would oppose Enrique Moreno's nomination to the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Their claim that Moreno lacks the necessary 
experience to serve on the Fifth Circuit is shamefully inaccurate. The ABA unanimously gave 
Moreno their highest rating. And state judges rated Moreno as one of the top three trial attorneys in 
El Paso. 

By suggesting that Moreno needs judicial experience before he could be appointed to 
the appellate bench, the Texas Senators appear to be applying a double standard. Six of the 
nine judges on the Fifth Circuit appointed by Republican Presidents had no judicial experience. 
And almost half of the Fifth Circuit judges appointed by Republican Presidents had fewer years of 
overall legal experience than Moreno. 

[More on Moreno's impressive personal and family history TK.] 

I am also greatly disturbed by the Senate's failure to act on my nomination of Dolly 
Gee for a seat on the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California. Ms. Gee, an 
Asian-American attorney in Los Angeles who has served with great distinction on the Federal 
Service Impasse Panel, has broad bipartisan support. Nevertheless, her nomination has languished 
before the Senate for more than 11 months. 

The quality of American justice suffers when, for partisan political reasons, highly 
qualified minority candidates such as Enrique Moreno and Dolly Gee are put on hold or 
denied an opportunity to serve on this nation's courts. I call on the Senate to put aside partisan 
differences and give Mr. Moreno and Ms. Gee an up-or-down vote in the full Senate. That is the 
very least they deserve. 

The second area where we still need more progress is in creating more educational 
opportunities for young Latinos. Last August, the First Lady hosted the first White House 
Conference on Latino Youth. To build on that effort, next month we are going to hold a strategy 



session on Educational Excellence for Hispanic Americans. We will bring together public, private, 
philanthropic, and other leaders to focus on five key areas: expanding access to early-childhood 
education, closing the state achievement gap, raising Hispanic graduation rates, enhancing language 
proficiency, and guiding Hispanic students into higher education. We need Hispanic students to 
excel in school if we want America to excel in the world. 

Third, we must continue to encourage Congress to correct long-standing injustices 
currently affecting many immigrants. We want to change the registry date to offer long-term 
migrants with longstanding ties to this country a fair chance to become full participants in American 
society. And we must amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act 
(NACARA) to provide equitable treatment for other Central American and Haitian immigrants. 

Finally, we must continue to build that elusive One America. If the good Lord came to 
me tonight when I walked out of this room and said, "Bill, now I'm not going to let you serve the 
end of your term; I'm taking you home tonight. But I'm going to give one wish. What do you 
want? I would wish for our country to be truly one America. For all that we have achieved as a 
nation - and for all that MALDEF has achieved as an organization - we have only scratched the 
surface of what we can do because ofour increasing diversity. 

# # # 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
TALKING POINTS FOR MALDEF AWARDS RECEPTION 

WASHINGTON, DC 
May 16, 2000 

Acknowledge: MALDEF Pres. Antonia Hernandez and other members of the MALDEF 
Board; Ambassador Luis Lauredo; award winners: Sec. Richardson, Dr. Ruth Sanchez Way, John 
Trasvina; White House advisers: Maria Echaveste, Mickey Ibarra, Brian Barretto. 

Two years ago, in the East Room of the White House, I had the great honor of giving 
MALDEF's co-founder Mario Obledo the highest civilian honor our nation can bestow, the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom. I'm just sorry he couldn't be here tonight. I still remember 
telling the story of how, in MALDEF's early years, Mr. Obledo received a complaint that a public 
swimming pool in Texas was barring young Mexican-Americans at the gate. And what did Mr. 
Obledo do? Well, he decided to drive 200 miles to take a swim. 

Mr. Obledo was not allowed to enter the pool, and he filed suit. He prevailed in court -
and opened up public facilities to young Latinos all over the country. That case was just one of 
hundreds of landmark civil rights victories MALDEF has won over the past 32 years - giving voice 
to the voiceless, widening the circle of opportunity, helping America to rise ever higher toward the 
more-perfect union of our founders' dreams. 

When I became President seven and a half years ago, it was clear to me that we had to 
go beyond the kind of divide-and-conquer politics that had dominated our country for many 
years. I knew that if we could make a virtue ofour diversity - not just tolerate it but celebrate it -
we would have no trouble seizing the potential of our increasingly interconnected world. 

And so we have worked for seven and a half years for a society in which there is 
opportunity for all, responsibility from all, and a community of all Americans. And it is 
working. We have the strongest economy we have ever had, with the lowest Hispanic 
unemployment rate in history, the highest Hispanic home-ownership on record, the largest drop in 
Hispanic poverty in a generation. We are moving forward. 

Economic Accomplishments: EITC. New Markets. Small Business Loans (last year 
alone, SBA granted nearly 3 times as many loans to Hispanic entrepreneurs as it did in 1992). 

Equal Opportunity Accomplishments: An Administration that looks like America. 
Worked with you to ensure a fair, accurate, and complete Census (early reports indicate that yourj 
extraordinary efforts are paying off, with significant increase in response rate in minority 
communities). Expanding Civil Rights enforcement (last year, 19% increase for Civil Rights 
Division). 

Education Accomplishments: Enacted Hispanic Education Action Plan - to reach out to 
Hispanic youth, encourage them to stay in school, and go on to college. Nearly doubled funding for 
HeadStart. More than doubled funding for after-school programs. Strengthened bilij/gual and 
immigrant education. Opened doors of college to all Americans. 



Health Accomplishments: Extended health care to millions of children; now working to 
extend same coverage to their parents. Raised immunization rates to all-time high. 

But now is not the time to rest. Today, I want to focus on a few ofthe areas where we 
have much more to do. 

First and foremost, we must continue to work together to ensure that our federal 
courts reflect America's growing racial and ethnic diversity. I'm proud that I have appointed 
the most diverse group of federal judges in history - even prouder that my appointments have 
garnered the highest percentages of top ratings from the American Bar Association in 40 years. We 
have shattered the myth that diversity somehow diminishes quality. I am especially proud that we 
have succeeded in appointing more Hispanic Americans to the federal bench than any 
Administration in history. To date, 24 of my judicial appointees have been Hispanic Americans, 
more than in the previous two Republican Administrations combined. 

Unfortunately, several eminently qualified minority nominees have become casualties 
of a highly politicized confirmation process. Last year, an African American state supreme court 
judge named Ronnie White was rejected solely on the basis of party politics. Now, the same 
appears to be happening with Enrique Moreno, of Texas. Earlier this month, Texas Senators 
Gramm and Hutchison announced that they would oppose Enrique Moreno's nomination to the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Their claim that Moreno lacks the necessary 
experience to serve on the Fifth Circuit is shamefully inaccurate. The ABA unanimously gave 
Moreno their highest rating. And state judges rated Moreno as one of the top three trial attorneys in 
El Paso. 

By suggesting that Moreno needs judicial experience before he could be appointed to 
the appellate bench, the Texas Senators appear to be applying a double standard. Six of the 
nine judges on the Fifth Circuit appointed by Republican Presidents had no judicial experience. 
And almost half of the Fifth Circuit judges appointed by Republican Presidents had fewer years of 
overall legal experience than Moreno. ^~A ^ 

I am also greatly disturbed by the Senate's failure to act on my nomination of Dolly 
Gee for a seat on the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California. Ms. Gee, a 
private practitioner in Los Angeles who has served with great distinction on the Federal Service 
Impasse Panel, has broad bipartisan support. Nevertheless, her nomination has languished before 
the Senate for more than eleven months. 

The quality of American justice suffers when, for partisan political reasons, highly 
qualified minority candidates such as Enrique Moreno and Dolly Gee are put on hold or 
denied an opportunity to serve on this nation's courts. I call on the Senate to put aside partisan 
differences and give Mr. Moreno and Ms. Gee an up-or-down vote in the full Senate. That is the 
very ,eaSt ^ ^ U U l k o K ^ 

Second, we must continue to fight to improve educational opportunities for young 
Latinos. Last August, the First Lady hosted the first White House Conference on Latino Youth. 
To build on that effort, next month we are going to hold a strategy session on Educational 
Excellence for Hispanic Americans. We will bring together public, private, philanthropic, and 
other leaders to focus on five key areas: expanding access to early-childhood education, closing the 
state achievement gap, raising Hispanic graduation rates, enhancing language proficiency, and 



guiding Hispanic students into higher education. We need Hispanic students to excel in school if 
we want America to excel in the world. 

Third, we must continue to encourage Congress to correct long-standing injustices 
currently affecting many immigrants. We want to change the/registry date to offer long-term 
migrants with longstanding ties to this country thc opportunitya fair chance to become full 

A participants in American society. And we must amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central 
/ American Relief Act (NACARA) to provide equitable treatment for other Central American and 

mitiarll immigrants. 

Finally, we must continue to build that elusive One America. If the good Lord came to 
me tonight when I walked out of this room and said, "Bill, now I'm not going to let you serve the 
end of your term; I'm taking you home tonight. But I'm going to give one wish. What do you 
want? I would wish for our country to be truly one America. For all that we have achieved as a 
nation - and for all that MALDEF has achieved as an organization - we have only scratched the 
surface of what we can do because of our increasing diversity. 

# # # 
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Educating ALL of America - Educational Excellence for Hispanic Americans 
WHITEPAPER 

Since, 1993, improving educational opportunities and outcomes for all Americans has been a 
cornerstone of President Clinton's Administration. Yet even as the effort to implement standards and 
accountability takes root in states and communities across the country, we confront the reality that 
Hispanic Americans lag behind in academic achievement. 

In August 1999, the First Lady hosted the first White House Convening on Latino youth, seeking to 
draw attention to the needs of the Latino community and emphasizing the importance of ensuring that 
every child meets his or her full potential. Over 200 community leaders, foundation and private sector 
representatives joined federal agency personnel to discuss pathways to achievement for Latino youth, 
including the networks of support that promote such achievement, and the risk factors that impede that 
progress. The event also furthered an on-going discussion concerning how to expand effective 
programs to address the needs of young Hispanic Americans. 

To build on this effort, the White House is exploring the idea of hosting a national strategy session 
in the spring of 2000 that would bring together the various stakeholders, including public, private, 
philanthropic, and other non-profit organizations and leaders. The strategy session would highlight the 
importance of boosting Hispanic education achievement to our country's democracy and economic 
success. It would take stock ofthe progress achieved to date while addressing the need for more action 
from every sector of society. We are interested in all areas of education, including the early childhood 
years, elementary, secondary, and higher education and lifelong learning. 

At present, the meeting's focus is anticipated to concentrate on the following five areas: 

• Access to Early Childhood Education 

• Closing the Achievement Gap on State Assessments 

• Hispanic Dropout Rate 

• Language Proficiency 

• Higher Education 

In developing this strategy session we will work with stakeholders to help formulate and structure 
the session, as well as to secure concrete commitments for future investments to address the 
educational needs of Hispanic Americans. We are in the process of reaching out to various public, 
private and community-based organizations and individuals to elicit their views and input about our 
idea. 
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Public Papers of the Presidents 
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Public Papers of the Presidents 

February 14, 2000 

CITE: 36 Weekly Comp. Pres. Doc. 293 

LENGTH: 4238 words 

HEADLINE: Remarks on Receiving the League of United Latin American Citizens' Lifetime 
Achievement Award 

BODY: 
"Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen. Well, thank you, President Rick Dovalina. Elvia 
Morales, thank you very much for reminding us of why we're all here working every day. She did a 
fine job, didn't she? I was very proud of her. Thank you. 

I thank the students from Cesar Chavez Public Charter High School for Public Policy for joining us, 
and their teachers and principal. Thank you all again for being here, and good luck to you. 

I'd like to thank Senator Chuck Robb from Virginia and Congressman Silvestre Reyes from Texas for 
joining us today. Thank you very much, gentlemen. I want to thank our Secretary of Energy, and my 
dear friend. Bill Richardson for the wonderful statement that he made in opening this meeting today. 

I thank all the people of our administration who are here, but I would like to especially acknowledge 
my Deputy Chief of Staff, Maria Echaveste; my Assistant to the President who deals with all the 
Governors, mayors, and half the headaches in America, Mickey Ibarra; Administrator o f the Small 
Business Administration, Aida Alvarez, whom you've acknowledge already; Army Secretary Louis 
Caldera, who's here; the President of the Overseas Private Investment Corporation, George Munoz; 
the Chairwoman of the EEOC, Ida Castro; and the Director of the Selective Service Commission, Gil 
Coronado. And there are other present and past members of the administration here. I thank you all. 

Tirnad* Bamnge in Gewrgia 

I have, before I begin -- and I know you'll all forgive me, because they, too, are part of our American 
family -- I have to say that I am very saddened by the terrible loss of life and the other damage 
which occurred as a result o f the tornadoes which swept Georgia early this morning. And we're 
working with the Federal Emergency Management Agency, which is already there and providing me 
with regular updates on the situation. 

I know that all Americans join me. Let me say, my home State very often had the largest amount of 
tornado damage in the country in any given year, and the loss of life in Georgia this morning is 
unusual and terrible. And I ask for your prayers for those people today. 

LULAC Lifetime Achievement Award 

Let me also say, I am deeply touched by this beautiful award. I have always said that the President's 
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job was reward enough, and no one should give the President an award. And you always have to 
check your pulse to make sure you're still living, when you get an award, if you're in my business. 
[Laughter] 

ut having said that, I accept it, and I am delighted to have it, because this has been a lifetime 
passion of mine. Bill Richardson talked about the people I met in Texas 28 years ago. I was born in a" 
little town in southwest Arkansas which now has one of the Federal migrant centers there, because 
it's on the way that people come up from Mexico through south Texas and then go all the way up the 
Mississippi River in their migrant work, all the way to the cherry crop in Michigan. —. 

When I went to Texas 28 years ago, in addition to meeting impressive people, I always begged to be— 
permitted in my work to go to San Antonio and to the Rio Grande Valley. And I just went back to the 
Rio Grande Valley last week. When I went there as President, I found that I was the first elected 
President to go to the valley since Dwight Eisenhower 40 years before. I have been there three times 
because — partly to help the people there who are doing so well -- it's now the third fastest growing 
area in America, population wise, and they're lifting themselves up; and partly because I want the 
rest of America to know about their contributions and, generally, the important role that Latinos are 
going to play in 21st century America. 

I also want to say that more than any other person in America, the President accomplishes nothing 
on his own and would be nothing without all the people who help. So this award really belongs to all 
the people in this administration, especially my Hispanic appointees whom I've mentioned, and two 
who once were here who aren't anymore, Federico Pena and Henry Cisneros. I thank them for what 
they did. And I'd like to say a special word of appreciation also to the Vice President, who has done 
so much, through the empowerment zone program and in so many other ways, to lift the lives of our 
H ispan ic-Amer icans. And I thank him for that. 

n 

I would like to thank all the LULAC members who are here and all the members of the National 
Hispanic Leadership Agenda who are here — and for all you are doing to try to help forge unity 

mong the great diversity within Hispanic America, something many Americans don't know enough 
bout. For all the differences of ethnicity, national origin -- and occasionally even a difference of 

opinion -- Hispanics in this Nation are united by common values of faith, family, hard work, by a 
common vision of a unified future. 

When I became President 7 years ago, America was already a very diverse country, not nearly so 
much as it is today. It was clear to me then that we had to go beyond the kind of divide-and-conquer 
politics which had dominated our country for many years; that if we could make a virtue of our 
diversity — if we could not only tolerate one another but celebrate and honor one another -- it would J 
be America's meal ticket to the globalized information society of the 21st century. «—' 

And so we have worked for 7 years, as your president said, for a society in which there is opportunity ) 
for all and responsibility from all and a community of all Americans. And it is working. We have the 
strongest economy we have ever had, with the lowest Hispanic unemployment rate in history, as you 
pointed out, a 20-year l6w in poverty, over 2 million fewer children in poverty, the lowest welfare ' 
rates in 30 years, the lowest crime rates in 30 years. We are moving forward. 

But what I would like to say to all of you is that in my judgment — and I say that as a person who is 
no longer running for any office but a person who looks on these children as America's children -- we 
have only scratched the surface o four potential as a nation. And we have only scratched the surface 
of the potential of our young people. And we have only scratched the surface of what we can do v 

because of our increasing diversity. 

Therefore, it is more important even than it was 7 years ago when I took office in a time of stagnant 
economy and social difficulty and political gridlock. I t is more important now — now that we know we 
ican do better, now that we know we're moving forward -- that we understand clearly we have only 
scratched the surface; and that we resolve to say we have only begun to meet the big challenges and 
seize the big opportunities that are out there for our country and especially for this generation of 
young Americans in the new millennium. 
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A . 
I would like to mention some of them but begin by saying we have a special opportunity in this year, 
as we do every 10 years, but since we just changed centuries it's particularly momentous to begin by 
getting an accurate picture of precisely who we are as a nation and what we are becoming. That's 

hy I want to say a few words about the vital importance of the census in 2000. It begins next 
month. 

I I i 

In the 1990 Census, 8 million children were uncounted — 8 million people were uncounted, and over 
a quarter of them were children. Parents with limited English often failed to include their children on 
the forms, or left them out for fear that landlords or housing officials might learn their families had 
grown, not realizing the information on census forms is totally confidential. 

Now, if we believe everybody in our American community counts, we've got to make sure everyone is 
counted in this year's census. It's important for the Federal investments that are made in States and 
communities -- yes, that's one reason it's important. It's important for the drawing of congressional 
district lines and the allocation of representation in Congress. But it is also important because it gives 
us a picture of where America is, and we compare it with where we were 10 years ago -- we can see 
where we're going. 

I must say, as a public official, I found the 1980 and the 1990 Census documents extremely 
important in showing, among other things, the profound impact of education on income for younger 
workers. If you compare the 1990 Census with the 1980 Census, it shows you more grippingly than 
any other study can how important it is for us to get our young people not only out of college but in 
1990 through -- out of high school — but through at least 2 years of college if we expected them to 
get jobs with growing incomes. 

And what this 2000 Census will show is how important it is not only to make 2 years of college but 4 
years of college available to all the young people in America. These are the kinds of things you learn 
in the census, because behind all those numbers there are real lives and real life stories. And when 

ou put them all together, you see the patterns emerge. This is a profoundly important issue. If we 
ant to make good decisions about where we're going, we first have to know exactly who we are. 

Now, we have, to try to do better in this census, launched a program called "Census in the Schools," 
that will provide classroom teachers with lesson plans and other materials to encourage children to 
tell their parents to fill out the forms, to include information on the whole family, and to make it clear 
that no one outside the Census Bureau — not even other Government agencies -- can ever see the 
information included on the census forms. If every American knew just those things, I believe more 
Americans would be counted. 

Today I am glad to announce that over one million classrooms already have committed to using this 
"Census in the Schools" material. More orders are coming in every day. I'm also pleased to announce 
the Census Bureau today is launching three new public service announcements to get that message 
out again that all the census information is strictly confidential. The announcements feature three of 
my favorite baseball players — Barry Bonds, Derek Jeter, and Ivan Rodriguez. Thank you for doing 
that. 

I also want to congratulate Dr. Ken Prewitt, the Census Bureau Director, and his staff for their hard 
work, and to say a special word of thanks to the Census Monitoring Board members I appointed, 
including Cruz Bustamante and Gil Casellas. Thank you very much for what you have done. Thank 
you, Gil. 

Now, let me just say briefly a few words about the other things we have to do if we want to do more 
than scratch the surface of our potential. I just presented my budget to the Congress last week. The 
budget contains a lot of new investments, some of which were mentioned. It also, however, 
ontinues to pay our debt down. And there's a lot of controversy about that. Some people are saying, 

"Well, isn't it enough that you got rid of the deficit. Why are you paying the debt down?" 

So I want you to know why I hope that all of you will support not only investing more money in 
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education and in health care and in the environment and in new jobs but also paying the debt down. 
Because if we pay the debt down, every working family in this country with a home mortgage, a car 
payment, a college loan payment, will have lower interest rates. Every struggling small business in 
America will be able to borrow money at lower cost to expand. And these children, when they become 

dults, will be able to finance whatever they have to finance at a lower cost than would otherwise be 
the case if we get the Government out of the business of borrowing so there is more there for the 
private sector and for individual citizens. Just think of it. We could be out of debt for the first time 
since 1835. 

There's something else I want to say. Even though the primary beneficiaries o f th is endeavor are the 
young, it is also important that we do this in a way that takes the benefits of debt reduction and 
secures Social Security and Medicare for the time when the baby boomers retire, so that we will not 
impose unbearable burdens on our children and our grandchildren. 

When we all retire, those of us in the baby boom generation, the people born between 1946 and 
1964, there will only be about two people working for every one person drawing Social Security. I t is, 
therefore, imperative that we begin now — not later, now — to prepare for that day. And because we 
are fortunate enough to have a strong economy, we can know, if we do the right things today, that 
these children will not have to worry about raising their children because they can't afford to do that 
and take care of their parents. So that's another very important thing we have to do. 

We have the opportunity to meet the challenge of the aging of America. And the older I get, the more 
I see that as a very highclass problem. [Laughter] That is a good problem. But it can only be good if 
our children have greater opportunities than we do, not fewer. 

A couple of other things I would like to mention that I think are very important — you were kind 
enough to say that in 1993 the Congress, by the narrowest of margins, passed a big deficit reduction 
package that also gave tax relief to 15 million working people -- and a lot of them were Latinos — 
through what is called the earned-income tax credit. I t is a good program because it basically gives 
money back, off taxes, to lower income working people, particularly with children. 

I have proposed another big expansion of that, which would help a lot of Hispanic families. It would 
give more money to families where both the mother and the father are working. I t would give lots 
more money to families that have more than two children. You've talked about coming from a large 
family — I think this is very important. The way that program works now, it virtually punishes 
working families that have more than two children at home. I think we ought to keep such families 
together and reward them and help the parents to succeed. So I hope you will help me to expand 
that. 

I hope you will help me to get another increase in the minimum wage. And I hope that you'll help me 
with these education programs. My budget would give us enough funds to give after-school and 
summer school programs to children in every school that's under-performing in the entire country. 
That's a huge, huge advantage. 

Of all the ethnic groups in America, the percentage with the highest -- the group with the highest 
percentage of people without health insurance are H ispan ic -Amer icans . Over 40 million Americans 
still have no health insurance -- more than there were in 1993 when I took office -- in 1994, when I 
tried to find a way to provide coverage to everyone. 

We passed a couple of years ago the Children's Health Insurance Program, which gave States the 
ability to insure children who came from families who were not poor enough for Medicaid, but not 
well enough off to afford private health insurance. We now have 2 million children in that program. 
We'll soon have somewhere between 4 million and 5 million, as we get them all enrolled. 

|The Vice President has made a suggestion that I embraced in the State of the Union to allow all their 
parents to be enrolled, as well. If we did that, we could insure about 25 percent of all the uninsured 
people in America. And keep in mind, we're talking about working people here. We're talking about 
people that get up every day, for very modest earnings, and they pay their taxes. They obey the law. 
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They raise their kids and do the best they can, and they cannot afford health insurance. And with one 
simple action, we could insure 25 percent of the people in America who don't have health insurance. 
So I hope you will support that. 

(And then our Hispanic Education Action Plan was mentioned earlier. This budget has over $ 800 
million more for that, to try to get tutoring and after-school and mentoring programs specifically 
targeted at Latino children to help them meet higher standards, to help them finish high school, to 
help them go to college. 

Now, why is that important? Well, you heard Elvia's story. And if I could have anything come out of 
this ceremony today, by the way, it would be her story, not my speech. Why? Because think of all the 
obstacles she had to overcome — back and forth to Mexico, this in Spanish, this in English. You know, 
you hear a lot of people preach about what our children should learn and how everybody ought to 
learn in English, and I believe that and all that. But they don't think about the practical problems. 

Remember the story this young woman told of her life. She has had a heroic journey, to have a 
degree from a 4-year institution that's a fine institution of higher education. And she did that. 
Doubtless, she had a lot of support along the way, as she said. But it was still — I mean, it took my 
breath away to think she's telling the story of her life. She's got one more hurdle she has to leap 
over. 

And I'd far rather people remember her life story than anything I say today - first, because it should 
inspire these children and people like them all across America. And second, because it would remind 
people, in the Congress and in other places where we have responsibility, that it's all very well to tell 
our young people they should be responsible citizens, but when they're doing the best they can, the 
rest of us need to pitch in and help them. And we need to give them more support. 

II 

I will say again, this is the most sobering thing -- I am glad we continue to be a nation of 
immigrants. The largest group of immigrants still coming to America are people whose first language 
is Spanish, although they are increasingly a diverse lot, as all of you know. Because so many of our 
hildren in our schools are first generation immigrants, we have the continuing frustrating problem 

that the dropout rate in high schools is far, far higher among our Hispanic children than among any 
other group. Last year we reached a milestone: for the first time ever high school graduation rates of 
African-Americans was more or less equal to the high school graduation rate of the white majority. 
That's a great step forward. We should be proud of that. 

But the dropout rate among Hispanic children is still high. Why? A lot of them are still quitting to go 
to work to support their families. An enormous number of others still have serious language 
problems. One of the most important things we've tried to do in the last few years is to make sure all 
of our kids who are in our schools can read independently by the end of the third grade. We have a 
thousand colleges sending tutors into the schools now. 

I noticed Jim Barksdale, a Silicon Valley executive, the founder of Netscape, put over $ 100 million 
into a foundation at the University of Mississippi the other day to do nothing but teach people to 
make sure they could teach our young people to read — because when children get to junior high 
school or middle school, as it's commonly called now, and they can't keep up, a lot of people drop out 
because they're bored stiff because they're not fluent in the language enough to keep learning the 
material. 

So I say to you, remember Elvia's story. It shouldn't be that hard. She was great, but it shouldn't be 
that hard. We've got to do more to keep all our children in school, get them out of high school, get 
them on to college. That's what this Hispanic education effort is all about. 

And the last point I want to make is, while we've seen a big drop in welfare rolls and a significant but 
not nearly large enough drop in child poverty, we have to recognize that there are still lots of people 
in places this economic recovery has left behind. That's why I want to expand the number of 
empowerment zones and enterprise communities and give people more incentives to invest in them. 
That's why I'm trying to pass this big new markets initiative, to give Americans the same incentives 
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to invest in poor areas in America they get to invest in poor areas in Latin America, Africa, and Asia. I 
want people to invest overseas, but we ought to give them the same incentives to invest in 
underdeveloped areas right here in the United States and give our people an opportunity, too. 

o these are some of the things that I hope we will do. I hope the Congress will also agree to invest 
more funds in the education of immigrants to teach them English, to teach them civics, to support 
them. 

And finally, let me say, I want to thank those of you who are from Puerto Rico who came up to me 
today and talked to me about that. I have, ever since I ran for President, been committed to allowing 
the voteless citizens of Puerto Rico the right to choose for themselves the ultimate status of the 
island. And again, I have included resources in my budget for them to do that, and I ask Congress to 
look at this and to stop walking away from this. We cannot — we cannot — continue to pretend that 
there is any other ultimate resolution to this and to the difficulties that continue to arise, other than 
letting the people of Puerto Rico decide for themselves. 

And I have also done what I could to empower the residents of Vieques to decide for themselves 
whether the Navy training there should end in 2003. We ought to be a good neighbor, and they 
ought to be able to decide. And we ought to be able to work around whatever decision they make. 

Now, let me just mention one other big issue to me. Bill Richardson and Rick Dovalina were kind 
enough to refer to all the Hispan ic-Amer icans who have served in this administration. And I'm 
proud of that. A big part of them, who cannot be here today because they are otherwise occupied, 
are those whom I have appointed to Federal judgeships. And unlike me, they are not term-l imited. 
They get to stay a long time. Almost half my total appointees are women or minorities. And yet, 
these appointments have garnered the highest percentages of top ratings from the ABA, the bar 
association, in 40 years. 

IM Now, one of my frustrations as President right now is that I'm having a hard time getting all these 
candidates processed and voted on by the Senate. There are three first-rate Hispanic judicial 

ominees that the Senate has not voted on yet, and I want to call their names, because I want you 
to know who they are: Judge Julio Fuentes, for the third circuit, a distinguished civil litigator from 
Texas; Enrique Moreno, a graduate of Harvard and Harvard Law School, well qualified by the 
American Bar Association, has still not been given a hearing by the Senate Judiciary Committee — 
better qualified academically than many, many judges who have been appointed by all previous 
Presidents of both parties; and Judge Richard Paez, for the ninth circuit, he is a sitting Federal judge. 
He has finally been promised a vote in March. But he has been waiting -- listen to this — for 4 years 
for the Senate to vote on him. I nominated him 4 years ago. 

Now, why is that? Because some people don't want these folks on the court, but they don't want you 
to know they don't want them on the court, because then you may not want them in the Senate. 
[Laughter] Now, this is not rocket science; this is what's going on. So if you don't want somebody on 
the court, but you don't want the folks back home to know you don't want them on the court, you 
just arrange for there never to be a vote. 

It's not right. That they think that they're too progressive, they ought to stand up and vote them 
down. But they ought to -- it's time to stop patronizing people or insulting them by playing games 
with them. Just vote them up or down. They're entitled to it, and they can take it. We can all take it. 
But when good people agree to submit themselves for Federal service -- and they are good people 
and they are not disqualified by the investigation, they're elevated by the investigation, they are 
entitled to be voted up or down. And I ask you to help us. 

Now, again I want to say, I hope that all of you when you leave here will remember that, even 
though the President should never get awards, I'm tickled to get this one. [Laughter] I hope you will 
remember the story of Elvia Morales' life and try to replicate it. I hope you'll remember these children 
who came to join us today from the Cesar Chavez Charter School. And I hope you will remember that 
we have just scratched the surface of what their lives, and our life as a nation, can be. 
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Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:09 p.m. in the East Room at the White House. In his remarks, he 
referred to Enrique (Rick) Dovalina, national president, League of United Latin American Citizens; 

Ivia Morales, graduate, California State University at Sacramento, who shared her story of growing 
up as a child of immigrants; Irasema Salcido, principal and founder, Cesar Chavez Public Charter 
High School for Public Policy; former Secretary of Energy Federico Pena; former Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development Henry G. Cisneros; and Major League Baseball players Barry Bonds, San 
Francisco Giants, Derek Jeter, New York Yankees, and Ivan Rodriguez, Texas Rangers. A portion of 
these remarks could not be verified because the tape was incomplete. 
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Antonia Hernandez: The Leading Latina Legal Eagle 
for Civil Rights 

Back in 1956, as eight-year old Antonia Hernandez was preparing Co 

move firom Torreon, Mexico to Lo$ Angeles, little did she realize that four 

decades later she would be leading one of the nation's preeminent dvil rights 

organixations. 

Since 1985, Antonia Hernandez has been in the vanguard, as President 

and General Counsel of the Mexican American Legal Defense and 

Educational Fund (MALDEF) . As its CEO and chief lawyer, she leads 

MALDEF's efforts to protect the legal rights of the Nation's 29 million 

Latinos, the minority group that is expected to soon become the Nation's 

largest minority group. Working from her Los Angeles headquarters and 

6ve regional offices, with a budget of $5 million dollars and a staff of 75, 

(including 22 lawyers), Hernandez and the members of her organization 

serve as a national watchdog, litigating and promoting the civil rights and 

other issues of special concern to the Latino community. Her organization 

works in close cooperation with other dvil rights groups whenever their 

interests, intersect, as well as with other organizations that work for the com­

mon good. 

Hernandez's commitment to social justice comes from her parents, par-

ticularly her father who was one of many American-bom Latinos corralled 

and arbitrarily deported to Mexico during a wave of anti-Mexican immi­

grant hysteria in the 19305- Hernandez's awareness was further heightened 

when her family lived in an East Los Angeles public housing complex dur­

ing her coming-of-age years, and while working as a summer migrant work­

er in 105 degree temperatures in the San Joaquin Valley. By the mid-1960s 

she was an integral part of the Chicano dvil rights movement. 

Ms. Hernandez received her B-A- from UCLA in 1970 and completed 

her law degree from UCLA School of Law in 1974. She worked for a num­

ber of non-profit organizations after graduation, induding the Legal Aid 

Corporation, before being recruited in 1979 as a staff member for the US 

Senate Judiciary Committee. 

She has been married for twenty years to Michael Stern, a dvil rights 

attorney whom she met while they were both Staffers with California Rural 

Legal Assistance, a group that worked closely with Ceasar Chavez' U F W 

(United Farm Workers Union) in addressing the needs of migrant farm 

workers. They have three children and make Los Angeles their home. 

CRJ: Tell us a little about what it 
was like when you were growing up 
in California? 

The housing projects then were 
very different from the projects 
today. It was a working dass, poor 
community with intact family units, 
but there were 'gang bangers' around. 
I liked books, so I was their little nerd 
and I was protected. I don't want to 
glamorize it, because 1 saw people get­
ting killed in front of my eyes, for no 
reason whatsoever. Overall, though, 
we concentrated on family and 
church and school. We took care of 
each other. 

CRJ: What was the experience of 
being the first Latina working on che 
US Senate Judidary Committee? 

I had to compete with the best and 
the brightest to get and keep that ioh 
It was in die late 1970s, and it was a 
phenomenal, fascinating expenence 
for a Latina to be able to go to 
Washington and actuaDy be part of a 
historic Senate institution. I was in 
the belly of power and worked with a 
group of bright, dynamic people who 
are today at the center of influence, in 
and out of Washington. 

CRJ: What are MALDEF's major 
priorities? 

Actually we're up to our nose? 
addressing a welter of familiar civil 
rights issues that won't go away any­
time soon. 

We've just finished working on 
issues of higher education, naturaliza­
tion, affirmative action in. the Federal 
government, the English-only initia-
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tive, judicial nominations and 
appointments, minimum wage, and 
welfare reform. Whether it's at the 
State or Federal level, government 
has not been in a very positive, proac­

tive mode. But the pendulum is 
always swinging, and my staff is 
always on full alert, fighting the good 
fight day in and day out, anticipating 
the swings of the pendulum and tak-

Fail 1998 

ing full advantage when it swings back 
in our direction. 

CRJ: Has MALDEF's focus 
changed since it was founded? 

Unfortunately the issues facing 
Latinos and our strategies to address 
them have remained essentially the 
same. What is changing is our 
emphasis, in large part because of die 
devolution that came about during 
the 19$0s — the shifting of power 
ftom the Federal to the State and 
local levels. We have been pretty suc­
cessful in staying ahead of that power 
shift and revising our strategies to 
make them relevant to the nev1,- reali­
ties. But make no mistake, MALDEF 
is still very much a presence in 
Washington because that is still 
where the major policy decisions first 
surface and get made.' 

CRJ: What is the most important 
civil rights issue facing Latinos? 

There is no single issue that's most 
mportant —• they're all interconnect­
ed. Latinos suffer more housing dis-
crimination than any other group, fot 
example and there is no .question 
that affordable housing in decent 
neighbothoods usually means better. 
schools for our children, which is ter-

, ribly important. Employment, lan­
guage, immigration, police account­
ability, and health issues are all near 
the top of our list of concerns 

But if I were forced to choose only 
one it would be education. It doesn't 
take a rocket scientist to see why 
Latino kids are falling through the 
cracks in school 1 challenge anybody 
to visit two Los Angeles schools, 
Beverly Hills High and South 
Central's Jefferson High -— I could 
choose other pairs of schools in 
many other cities — and tell me 
whether they think that students 
attending those schools are getting 
the same quality education. 

Civil Righrs Journal 15 

•>iii 



05/15/2000 16:23 12023934206 MALDEF PAGE 04 

Will that involvement continue? 
Since MALDEF came into being 

we've been involved in every important 
ledistricting battle, and we intend to be 
very involved in the years 2000 and 
2002 after the results of the next census 
count are in and are being implement­
ed. If is fortuitous timing that the Latino 
population is growing rapidly in certain 
key electoral States 

MALDEF has been one of the orga­
nizations that has conducted a massive 
nacional educational outreach effon 
encouraging Latinos to cooperate with 
neighborhood census workers and be 
counted. We have hired a national 
director and seven regional coordina­
tors to head up that effort. 

CRJ: Is there increased competi­
tion and conflict among recent 
immigrants and other resident 
minority communities? 

Although that may somehmes 
become an issue at certain times and 
places around the country, it's not 
anything unusual in US history. I 
don't see that as a significant issue 
right now. Besides, I keep hearing that 
competition is generally a good thing. 
One of MALDEF's core values is 
having a collaborative relationship 
with all minority groups. We've made 
significant progress in trying to under­
stand and work with one another and 
not let divisive issues get in the way. That 
is not to say that we don't have issues, 
but rather than let them divide us what 
we're trying to do is find the issues we 
have in common. 

CRJ: Are there any commonalities or 
differences among Latinos that you 
think are worth noting? 

That's not an easy question to 
answer in a few words, because it invites 
stereotyping of one kind or another. 
But I think that there is wide agreement 
about some of the things that define us. 
Obviously, language and music and 

Fall 1998 

other aspects of our culture bind most 
Latinos together; despite our different 
countries of origin. 

We all share a sense that everyone, 
regardless of how high up the ladder 
of success he or she has climbed, 
deserves to be treated with dignity 
and respect. We recognize the sacred-
ness and fragility of being human. It's 
not that our way is necessarily better, 
but we cend to confront the reality of 
death more openly than some ochers 
in this society do, and our religiosity 
and celebrations and art reflect this. 
And of course, we continue to be 
very strongly family-centered, some­

thing that we share m common with 
other groups. 

However, there are real differences 
among us, too. Puerto Ricans are US 
citizens, so immigration is not as crit­
ical an issue for them as it is for many 
other Latinos. Yet, to some degree we 
are united by the types of discrimina­
tory experiences that we all share 
because of our skin color, or accent, 
or names that often set us apart in 
other people's eyes Immigration is an 
example of this, Ic impacts on Puerto 
Ricans directly because many people 
who discriminate against Latinos can­
not tell one Latino from another, so 
many Puerto Ricans have to contend 
with bigotry and discrimination 
directed at immigrants, whether ille­

gal or legal. With Cuban Americans, 
immigrarion is indeed an issue, but 
one that Cuban Americans often 
approach very differently than do 
Mexican Americans and immigrants 
from other nations in Latin America 
and the Caribbean. 

CRJ: Why did you become a 
lawyer? 

There weren't that many Latina 
lawyets when 1 was growing up. Mv 
heroes and heroines were union orga­
nizers like Delores Huerta of the 
UFW. But at some point I came to 
realize that what sets this country 
apart from others is that it is gov­
erned according to laws and 'the 
moral codes behind them, and that 

' our legal system plays a very big role 
in ever̂ Tiay life For Latinos and 
other people of color, becoming 
lawyers, becoming part of the sys­
tem, being able to use the tools of this 
profession to bring about needed 
change within the system — all of 
that is as American as it gets. 

I'm a wry practical person, but 1 
am also deeply optimistic.' I think 
that the future bodes well for Latinos 
as more and more of us become busi­
ness and labor leaders and profes­
sionals. I have a great deal of faith in 
the role that my profession and legal 
organizations like MALDEF will 
play in helping to bring about, posi­
tive change. 

CRJ: How long can you keep this 
pace up? 

I'm passionate about civil rights 
and 40 years from now I see myself 
still being passionate about civil 
rights I spend a lot of sleepless nights 
wondering how I'm going to meet 
the payroll, but I've never spent a 
sleepless night wondering if I'm 
doing the right thing. 

Civil Rights Journal 1 / 
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THE BIRTH OF MALDEF f ^ < S ^ 

The Mexican-American community in South Texas was constantly subjected 
to blatant discrimination policies in education, social, economic, and political 
concerns. Most of the complaints were investigated by LULAC or the GI Forum 
with little result. 

In 1966, as State Civil Rights Chainnan for LULAC, I developed a working 
relationship with Mr. Jack Greenberg, Executive Director of the NAACP Legal 
Defense Fund, via telephone conversations and correspondence. As a result of their 
great victory in Brown vs. Board of Education they were recipients of grants from 
various foundations to continue their litigation of civil rights violation cases. Mr. 
Greenberg offered to make his staff available to litigate civil rights cases for our 
Mexican American community. My response was that we needed to have our own 
legal defense fund staffed by Mexican American attorneys. 

Because of a lack of funds I never attended any Civil Rights Conferences 
until March 1967, when we started discussing the possibility of starting a Mexican 
American Legal Defense Fund in Texas. In April of 1967, Jack Greenberg wired 
me $500,00 to cover travel costs to New York City to meet with the Ford 
Foundation representative. I invited Roy Padilla, representing the conservative 
faction of the Mexican American community, and Albert Pena, who represented the 
liberal faction, to attend this meeting, We proceeded to New York City and met 
with Bill Pincus and other gentlemen, whose names I do not recall, representing the 
Ford Foundation and Jack Greenberg with the NAACP Legal Defense Fund at an 
Argentinian Restaurant. We met for approximately three hours discussing the 
problems of the Mexican American Community. Mr. Pincus indicated that they 
would consider a proposal for funding but that we needed the sum of $6,000.00 as 
seed money. We almost gave up the idea then and there because we did not have 
the cash and no hope of raising $6,000.00. Jack Greenberg went to a pay phone and 
called one of the small New York foundations, whose name I do not remember. 
Within three minutes he came back and announced that we would receive a grant 
of $6,000.00. We then discussed who was going to write the proposal. I suggested 
Joe Bemal or Jose Cardenas from San Antonio. Jack suggested that Mike 

Page 1 of 4 
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Finklestein from Columbia University and the person who had done the statistical 
study for the case of Brown vs. State Board of Education was available. Since Jack 
had been so helpful. I agreed with his recommendation. Mike Finklestein was 
selected as the person to write the proposal for MALDEF. 

After returning to San Antonio we prepared for incorporation and selected a 
Board of Directors consisting of Gregory Luna, Joe Bemal, Carlos Cadena, Fr. 
Henry Casso, and Albert Armendariz from El Paso. Albert Pena, Roy Padilla, and 
Pete Tijerina were the incorporators. 

Up to this time our intention was to have a legal services program for Texas. 
But in May 1967, I was called back to New York City- for a meeting with Jack 
Greenberg and Bill Pincus at the Ford Foundation. I was told that the Ford 
Foundation would consider funding the organization if it was expanded to cover 
New Mexico, Arizona, California, and Colorado. I was also instructed that there 
were not to be any competing proposals because if that happened they would drop 
us from consideration. The next effort was to enlarge the Board of Directors, obtain 
active participation by the other states, and provide Mike Finklestein with the 
material so that he would follow with a visit as part of the research for the proposal. 
Rebecca Garcia assisted me in documenting specific case histories of discrimination 
and injustices against Mexican Americans which were used by Finklestein. 

In June of 1967,1 drove with my wife and children to New Mexico where I 
met with San Antonio attorney, Manuel Lopez, who at the time was functioning as 
Executive Director of Project SER. Mr. Lopez provided his office facilities for a 
meeting with New Mexico lawyers. I made my presentation on behalf of 
MALDEF. Some of the lawyers protested that in New Mexico they were not 
identified as Mexican Americans but as Spanish Americans. Somehow we finally 
obtained consensus and Judge Dan Sosa became a member of the Board of 
Directors, 

I don't recall the names of the original directors from Arizona, but their 
participation was brought about through the efforts of the LULAC members. 

Page 2 of 4 
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In Los Angeles I was again assisted by LULAC and we met with other 
attorneys at Herman Silla's office. In Los Angeles I was introduced to Bert Corona, 
who at the time as working on a legal services proposal to be submitted to the Ford 
Foundation. When I approached him, he was quite indignant and stated "We in 
California do not need Texas lawyers to handle our legal problems." But we talked 
for hours and hours and he finally graciously agreed to let us proceed with the 
MALDEF proposal upon an agreement that there would be a completely staffed 
office in Los Angeles. 

In the State of Colorado, Judge Roger Cisneros and attorney Levi Martinez 
called a meeting of the Mexican American attorneys and there we were able to 
obtain an endorsement and agreement to actively participate as an integral part of 
MALDEF. Colorado had very serious police brutality problems and on one 
occasion the Crusade for Justice had almost 1000 people protesting on the street. 

The original proposal submitted was for a budget of $1.2 million. On or 
about May 1, 1968, Mr. Pincus, from the Ford Foundation, and Jack Greenberg 
came to San Antonio to announce the grant. In a meeting held at the Gunter Hotel 
Mr. Pincus announced that the Ford Foundation had awarded MALDEF a grant of 
$2.5 million which included $250,000.00 for law school scholarships for Mexican 
American law students. 

MALDEF opened its office at the International Building in San Antonio, 
Texas, on August 1, 1968. Mario Obledo was recruited from the Attorney 
General's office as the Chief Trial Lawyer. We brought in Alvaro Garza, Jerry 
Lopez, and Juan Rocha as staff attorneys. We alsp recruited five, VISTA volunteer 
lawyers, graduates of prestigious law schools, namely Alan Exelrod and Mike 
Mendelson, and three others, whose names I do not recall. Immediately thereafter 
a suit to correct the jury selection system in Texas was filed and also against the 
City Public Service Board for employment discrimination practices. 

The Los Angeles office was staffed with a director and staff attorneys and 
they filed several law suits in the Western area. 

Page 3 of 4 
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During the f i r s t two years of MALDEF there was 
p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n i n South Texas brought by the 
emergence of the RAZA UNIDA PARTY. This P o l i t i c a l 
awareness brought about s i g n i f i c a n t changes i n C i t y 
and County government throughout South Texas. As 
head of MALDEF I needed exposure and f i r s t hand 
knowledge of the problems of the Mexican American 
poor i n the b a r r i o s and r u r a l areas. Consequently 
I employed Jose Angel G u t i e r r e z , known as a 
M i l i t a n t , to i d e n t i f y the v i c t i m s of C i v i l Rights 
v i o l a t i o n s i n these areas. Unfortunately, M i l i t a n t 
groups , became involved i n c o n f l i c t and 
confrontations with Congressman Henry B. Gonzalez 
and without any b a s i s i n f a c t , these groups were 
i d e n t i f i e d with MALDEF. C l e a r l y , MALDEF almost 
immediately brought about s i g n i f i c a n t s o c i a l 
changes, which adversely a f f e c t e d the establishment 
and the a f f l u e n t . Thus, because of the 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n with M i l i t a n t s complaints were made 
to the FORD FOUNDATION, who a t t h i s time was our 
sol e funding source. 

Subsequently a committee from FORD FOUNDATION 
came to San Antonio and a f t e r a meeting a t B i l l 
S i n k i n s ' r e s i d e n c e , came to MALDEF Headquarters 
with a suggestion that the MALDEF o f f i c e be moved 
to San F r a n c i s c o . I was o f f e r e d an i n c r e a s e i n 
s a l a r y p l u s an a d d i t i o n a l grant to cover the 
expenses of moving the o f f i c e s . The Board of 
D i r e c t o r s were p o l l e d and the maj o r i t y l e f t the 
matter to my d i s c r e t i o n . Considering the best 
i n t e r e s t of MALDEF and i t s f u t u r e we agreed to move 
the headquarters to San F r a n c i s c o and I submitted 
my r e s i g n a t i o n as Executive D i r e c t o r . 

MALDEF continues to prosper and has earned the 
res p e c t and reco g n i t i o n of the l e g a l community. 
This i s a d i r e c t r e s u l t of the e f f o r t s of pas t 
d i r e c t o r Vilma Martinez, Present Executive D i r e c t o r 
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Antonio Hernandez and a highly professional 
dedicated s t a f f . 

Respectfully, 

PETE TIJERINA 
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In 1967. [ convinced the Ford NAACP Legal Defense in New York. 
Foundation In NcW York to fund a and ask fo< help. I did. The response t 
group of ChiCttW dedicated W fight Was tmmediflte. Greenberg sent a c 
fof tb<fr jciyil tffchi#$' :4 young, energeiic and intclligcnl ) 

thAl ^^trt^ tfein^kAowiias^BUckfctlomeytoassisTme. He filed y 
iW Mexlciifl Arterictn Legal Defcrtri'V! the ncocteary pafiers. On the day of I 
and EAi'iiiitJ* Fund (MALDB^Vlt the trial/the defense caved in and 
happened thU w4y. -••'. negotiated ft settlement. • f 

About a year before my irifttt Ne*.. As a result of this case. I was in- c 
YotVayoungih^cMrnetoi^ tflilOly --viicd by Greenberg lo visit the Ford c 
Commissioner's offict to 6whpU(n Foundalion in New York and present p 
about discriminaUon on thi Job. and the Chicano's need for funding to r 
because he complained, tic was about fighi discriminating abuses. The 
to be fired. Destitute, he had no 
money to hire a la\Vyer. I (old him 1 
would try to find a lawyer to help him 

Unable to find a lawyer. I promised 
him I would file the case under Title 
Se%Tm of Ihe Civil Rlghu law. Later I 
found out that It was tht first Title 
Seven case Bled in ihe State of Texas. 

Since my client had no money, thc 

Ford Foundation people with whom 
I met vrere surprised thai Hispanics 
had the same problems that Blacks 
had. 

These arc some of the issues I dis­
cussed with them: 

I told them about ihe tchool segre­
gation case I had worked on and un­
equal education of Hispanics 

case was flWunder a (jAUper1 soalh. iKroughoul South Texas. 
In addition, since I had never filed a 
cise in FeideraJ Court. 1 had to lake a 
special test-which I almost falled-io 
practice In Federal Coun 

Came the day of reckoning - a day 
before the trial -1 vyas told by a law­
yer friend that the case would be dis­
missed because I had not filed the 
required procedural pipers. I 
checked and found out this was inje. 
Because 1 had failed the young man, 
ihat nlghi 1 couldn* t sleep. 

In the moming 1 decided lo tell the 
Judge thc tluth. 1 said io him, - Your 
Honor, because this is my first Fed­
eral case and because of my Igno­
rance. 1 have failed to file the neces­
sary papers in ihiScaae. I understand 
this case Is sutrjert to being dismissed. 
1 Implore your honor give us more 
time to prcpar* Irt this C&SA, 4hd not 
lake it out on my client who I bel'cve 
has a good ca4e of wage and job dis-
crlminalion." 

Despite frantic, laid protests from 
the defenae lawyera, Ibe judge granted 
kn additional 90 days. NBturally I 
waj grateful, bul I didn* t really know 
fhat to do. 
^ A friend at mine suggested that I 
^all lack Greenberg, the director of 

I Told them of the Job and wage, 
dtscrlntlftatlon, and that the Federal 
government was the number one cul­
prit, 

I told them about teslriciive clauses 
in housing, and how I was denied 
housing in ccnain sections of town 
after I graduated from law school. 

1 told them and emphasU-ed thc 
lack of funding to pursue these prob­
lems 

After several discussions with 
groups of Chicanos, the Ford Foun­
dation funded MALDEF. and the 
National office was situated in San 
Antonio I was a founding mcmber 
of the board. But because certain 
politicians protested, the national of­
fice was transferred to San Francisco 

I do not write this column to lake 
any credit for Ihe excellent job that 
MALDEF has accomplished in the 
field of civil nghls for Hispanics My 
only purpose is to place ihe foi/ndtng 
Of MALDEF in ihe proper historic 
perspective. 

'Former County Commissioner 
ond Judge. Albert Penn is now a law 
Consultant In ihe offices of Douglas 
E. Dllley, 629 So. Presa. telephone 
72S-OIII 
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Our 30 t h Year 
1997-1998 

For 30 years, the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational 

Fund (MALDEF) has diligently protected the civil rights of Latinos 

living in the United States. Making sure there arc no obstacles preventing 

this diverse community from realizing its dreajtns, M A L D E F works through 

litigation, advocacy, community outreach and education to secure the rights 

of Latinos, primarily in the areas of employment, educarionj immigration and 

political access. 

Since irs founding in 1968, M A L D E F has become the leading Latmo 

civil rights organization in the nation, establishing several legal precedents 

that have tremendously beneFited Latinos and other under-served groups 

throughout the country. Participating in community coalitions, training par­

ents and community members for leadership positions and awarding scholar­

ships are also integral parts of MALDEF's work, helping to ensure that the 

29 million Latinos living in the United States are aware of their rights and 

have every opportunity to participate actively in American society. 

M A L D E F is headquartered in Los Angeles and has regional offices 

in Chicago, Los Angeles, San Antonio, San Francisco and Washington, D .C; 

a satellite office in Sacramento, Calif; and a program office in Phoenix, Ariz. 

M A L D E F is a nonprofit organization under Section 501(c)(3) ofthe 

Internal Revenue Code receiving private support from foundations, corpora­

tions and individuals. 
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30 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE 

In 19^5, Felicitas 

Mendez, a young mother 

l i v j n g in Westminster, 

California, f i led what 15 

now regarded as a land­

mark desegregation case. 

Felicitas, a native of 

Puerto Rico, and her 

husband Gonzalo, tr ied 

to register their children 

in their neighborhood 

school. But school o f f i ­

cials wou ld not allow 

the Mendez children to enroll because of their dark skin. 

They instructed the Mendezes to enroll their children in 

one o f t h e separate "Mexican" schools, k n o w n to be infer ior to 

the "white" schools in the quality of education they offered. 

The Mendezes were outraged and filed a lawsuit against 

four Orange Count) ' school districts demanding an end to the 

segregation of Latino children They won their case in the U.S. 

Dis t r ic t Court and again fo l lowing the school district's appeal. 

This was the first education desegregation case f i led in U.S. 

history, preceding the better-known Brown t'. Board of Educatinn 

case by eight years. 

Although Felicitas had only a fourth grade education, she 

was sharp and logical, and refused to let injustices persist. Felicitas' 

passion to end discriminatory practices embodies the spirit upon 

which M A L D E F was founded. Her work was the spark that 

led M A L D E F ro open its doors more than 20 years after the 

Mendezes won their case. 

In 1968, Pete Tijerina. an idealistic Texas civil rights 

lawyer, opened M A L D E F wi th help f r o m M a r i o Obledo, then 

Texas Assistant Attorney General and soon'to-be president and 

general counsel of M A L D E F . This was the f irs t national Latino 

civil rights legal organization. 

Complaints poured in f rom day one: school segregation, 

police brutality, employment abuse. M A L D E F staff, most of 

w h o m were work ing on a voluntary basis, took on a slew of cases 

aimed at ending discriminatory practices against Latinos. They 

used the law as a vehicle to remote obstacles that kept the Latino 

community f r o m exercising its civil rights. 

Although thc Latino community has made great advances since 

that time, many problems still persist. As M A L D E F enters its 

four th decade, it continues to articulate the interests and aspira­

tions o f t h i s community. The combined efforts of many amazing 

individuals helped br ing us to where we are today. 

Vi lma Mart inez became the f i rs t woman to head a national 

civil rights organization when she took office in 1973 at the age 

of 29. Martinez's work as president and genera! counsel expand­

ed M A L D E F ' s funding sources and focused M A L D E F ' s legal 

w o r k on education, employment and political access, which are 

among our main legal program areas today. 

D u r i n g Martinez's nine-year tenure f rom 1973 to 1982, 

M A L D E F staff greatly expanded, tbe board of directors was 

restructured and the now-familiar M A L D E F symbol the Aztec 

but terf ly — appeared for the first time on the cover of the 1976 

annual report. More importantly, M A L D E F ' s work in the 1970s 

brought about the implementation of desegregation laws in several 

schools throughout the country and helped place Latinos in the 

high-ranking positions from which they were previously excluded. 

I t also expanded the Voting Rights Act of 19S5 to include 

"Hispanic amendments" when it came up for renewal in 197S. 

This Ac t has helped to greatly increase black and Latino voter 

participation throughout the country today. 
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Martinez ? successor .was. Joaqum-Awij 

MALDEF:m 1975 i&k 

Currejat president: a a ' d - ' g e n t t S I ^ ^ x B ^ ^ ^ m i ^ f e M f ^ F i ! 

worked diligently o©. gommunity buj&ea^ c ^ ^ a ^ ' f i i . ^ 

govemmc.nt prograroVland commuiiitv services a^ W d e d fe^^^joi^^; 

cororaunity s popularion and d e m o t t t p ^ ^ 

Latino cpmniiini^ was aware' o£ tJbie: ixoportiaiice iorIbi iE^Sbt^l^^few^ 

the, ceiisus. M A L D E F is g e i ^ j g ^ 

che up^Cotnin^ZODO^ensus. l i e ^ p S i g ^ d ^ ^ l ^ ^ ^ l ^ ^ ^ ^ P S 

m 10 major dries: across the United}.SWt«;>.^ , v.. 

strategies to inform latinos aboiittKe (iifcitisuW- ;• "-M^%.'.'r!'^.^^^W^^^0*0t 

to work increase the pardcipation ofrEatinos initlic'poUiifijts 

process, to preserve the.'pgHi^of the immiii^t-conun^mii), and 

mcrease opportunities fot't^efctucational attaihment of 

People like Gonzalo and ETeEkr 

progress ot the Latmdccommuiuty. (- r . -

having been fully recoin«e(Ki6Srl!iis ro 

Felicitas died in April WSS^msljalter Orange Couni 

the Mendezes through the dedicattftr^fjfitlie Gonealo snd FejSotaT 

Mendez Fundamental Intermediate SchdofelVvo early champions bf 

civil rights have left us, but their spirits will live ori in the work that 

M A L D E F does. 
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ESSAGE F 
X N D G E N E R 

P R E S I D E N T 
L 

I n this, its 30th year, M A L D E F finds itself in the midst pK 

a very exciting time for the Latino community, This diverse 

group is growing at a tremendous rate, and the number of 

Latinos lining in the Uni ted States is expected to double to a 

quarter o f t h e population over the next 50 years, 

W i t h this growth comes tremendous responsibility. We 

need to develop a mind set that goes f r o m being a minori ty to 

an empowered majority. We must then take on the important 

task of w o r k m g to solve not only the problems o f t h e Latino 

community, but of all of society. 

As an institution that uniquely serves 

the Latino community in the United States, 

one of M A L D E F ' s greatest challenges is to 

meet thc needs of our rapidly changing 

community, From our modest beginnings in 

1968, we used the law as a means to remove 

obstacles that prevented our community 

f r o m actively participating in society. I am 

proud to say that we have been involved 

in many landmark cases that changed the 

face of civil rights. 

But we also know that l i t igation ha$ its limitations, and in 

order to give a strong, powerfu l voice to the Latino community, 

M A L D E F developed other program areas that also address 

the most important issues facing our community. 

O u r policy analyst program employs four policy analysts to 

moniror legislative proposals that affect the Lat ino community. 

The analysts also meet w i th legislators to discuss their impact 

and help ensure sound public policy. 

O u r outreach efforts and leadership programs, under the 

community education and public policy program area, work 

w i t h i n the community to teach parents and grass roots leaders 

leadership skills and help them become engaged and involved 

members of society. I have seen many gra.ds walk out uf our 

leadership programs w i t h confident strides and the knowledge 

and motivation to create positive change. 

Regrettably, as our power and numbers continue to grow, 

there are those who feel threatened and have responded by 

reacting to the things that make us Latino: our language, our 

roots — our culture. Three initiatives that have passed in 

California over the last five years illustrate this point: 

Proposition 187, Proposition 209 and Proposition 227. 

Collectively, these initiatives attempted to deny health care 

to undocumented immigrants, end afl i rmative action programs 

and prohibi t the use of any language other than English in 

California classrooms. Here is where our 

strength in l i t igation comes into play: 

M A L D E F ' s efforts in court successfully blocked 

the implementation of Proposition 187, and we 

continue to w o r k to lessen the adverse effects of 

Proposition 209 and Proposition 227. 

These initiatives d id something their authors 

did not count on — they helped awaken the 

Latino community and br ing i t together as a 

group that is recognizing its strength and feeling 

the resonance of its voice. 

This voice is being amplif ied by the many young and tal­

ented Latinos entering the political arena. A n d the entrepre­

neurial spirit of our community combined w i t h increased edu­

cational attainment levels have given way to a successful profes­

sional middle class. But there are still many t im id voices afra id 

to be counted in the national census or speak out against unfair 

or discriminatory practices. 

N o w that M A L D E F has matured into a financially solid 

national institution w i t h regional offices throughout the coun­

try, our responsibility becomes even greater to educate our 

community members and tear down obstacles preventing them 

f rom exercising their voices in the dialogues that shape our 

society. As we look towards the quickly approaching millenni­

um, i< Is inspiring to reflect on M A L D E F ' s many accomplish­

ments over the last 30 years and to boldly prepare for the work 

that remains to be done. 
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I've always felt that the President's job is award enough. But I am truly delighted to 
receive this award for lifetime achievement. And I'd like to accept it on behalf of the 
entire administration—especially Vice President Gore. No vice president in history has 
worked harder and done more to lift the lives of Hispanic Americans. He's been my 
partner every step of the way. 

I would also like to acknowledge the many lifetimes of achievement of LULAC and all 
the organizations that make up the National Hispanic Leadership Agenda. 
You have helped forge unity among the great diversity that is Hispanic America. You 
have shown that for all the differences of ethnicity, national origin, and occasionally 
opinion, Hispanics are united by common values of faith, family, and hard work~and by 
a common vision of a better future. 

I think America itself, at its best, is like that. We are a diverse nation—the most diverse 
in human history. And in an increasingly global economy, that diversity can be a 
Godsend—if we keep in mind the fundamental truth that what unites us is greater than 
what divides us. 

That thought was uppermost in my mind seven years ago, when I became President. 
Vice President Gore and I came to office determined to move away from the divide-and-
conquer politics that had dominated our nation, and instead bring Americans together by 
doing something about the big challenges that we all faced—high deficits, high 
unemployment, high crime. We wanted to do it in a way that reflected the values all 
Americans share: of opportunity for all, responsibility from all, and a community of all. 



With all that in mind, we put in place a new economic plan, new crime and welfare 
policies, new education, environment, and health policies, and new policies to empower 
the poor and elevate citizen service. 
I think the results speak for themselves. We have nearly 21 million new jobs; the fastest 
economic growth in more than 30 years; the lowest unemployment rates in 30 years; the 
lowest poverty rates in 20 years; the lowest crime rate in 25 years; welfare rolls cut in 
half to their lowest levels in 30 years; and the first back-to-back budget surpluses in 42 
years. And this month we mark the longest period of economic growth in our entire 
history. 
We now have the lowest Hispanic unemployment rate on record, the lowest Hispanic 
poverty rate in a generation, median income for Hispanics rising even faster than the 
nation as a whole, and a million new Hispanic homeowners since 1994. 

As I said last month in my State of the Union Address, our nation has never 
before enjoyed, at once, so much prosperity and social progress with so little internal 
crisis and so few external threats. That gives us a blessed opportunity—and a profound 
responsibility—to meet our long term challenges, set great new goals for our nation's 
future, and to begin today taking the steps that will move us toward them. 

The steps we take must be based, first of all, on an accurate picture of who 
we are as a nation, and what we are becoming. That's why, before I discuss 
anything else, I want to say a few words about the vital importance of 2000 Census, 
which begins next month. In the 1990 Census, over 8 million people went 
uncounted. A quarter were children. Parents with limited English often failed to 
include their children on the forms. Or they left them out for fear that landlords or 
housing officials might learn that their families had grown—not realizing that the 
information on Census forms is totally confidential. 

If we believe that everybody in our American community counts, we've got to 
make sure everyone is counted in this year's census—including every child. That's 
why we have launched our "Census in the Schools" program. It provides classroom 
teachers with lesson plans and other material to encourage children to tell their 
parents to fill out the forms; to include information on the whole family; and to 
make it clear to parents that no one outside the Census Bureau—not even other 
government agencies—can ever see the information they include on their census 
forms. 

Today, I am pleased to announce that over 1 million classrooms have 
committed to using this Census in the Schools material, and that more orders are 
coming in every day. 

I am also pleased to announce that the Census Bureau today is launching 
three new public service announcements to get the message out that all information 
on Census forms is strictly confidential. The announcements feature three of my 
favorite baseball players: Barry Bonds, Derek Jeter, and Ivan Rodriguez. 



I want to congratulate the Census for its hard work. And I want to say a special 
thanks to Census Monitoring Board members I appointed, including Cruz 
Bustamonte and Gil Casellas [kah-SAY-yas]. 

As our nation moves into the future, it is vital that we stay on the path of fiscal discipline 
that helped create our current prosperity. The new budget I released last week does that. 
It allows us to pay down the debt entirely in just 13 years and make America debt-free for 
the first time since 1835. 

It ensures that the benefits of debt reduction are used to secure the future of Social 
Security and Medicare while adding an optional prescription drug benefit. And it allows 
us to continue investing in our people, as we have been for seven years. 

In 1993, we doubled the Earned Income Tax Credit, and that has lifted 1.2 million 
Hispanics out of poverty. Now, in my new budget, I propose another major expansion of 
the EITC: to reduce the marriage penalty and to expand the tax credit for families that 
have more than two children. 

In 1997, we passed the Children's Health Insurance Program - CHIP - so 
that workers who don't have coverage through their employers at least can get it for their 
children. So far, we've enrolled 2 million children; we're well on our way to our goal of 5 
million. Now it's time to follow Vice President Gore's suggestion to make low income 
parents eligible for the insurance that covers their children, and my new budget does that. 
Together with our children's initiative, this action would enable us to cover nearly a 
quarter of all the uninsured people in America. 

We raised the minimum wage-directly benefiting 1.6 million Hispanic workers— 
and I think it's time we raised the minimum wage again. 

Since 1993, we've nearly doubled our investment in Head Start and improved its 
quality. My budget includes another $1 billion for Head Start, the largest increase in the 
history ofthe program. It doubles our investment to help states and districts tum around 
their worst-performing schools, or shut them down. It doubles our investments in after-
school and summer school programs. 

It includes $823 million more for our Hispanic Education Action Plan to make 
sure Latino children get the tutoring and the afterschool and mentoring programs they 
need to help them meet higher academic standards, finish high school, and enter college. 
And it includes a new teacher quality initiative ~ to recruit more talented people into the 
classroom, reward good teachers for staying there, and give all teachers the training they 
need. 

Since 1993, we have increased the number of Small Business Administration 
loans to Hispanic entrepreneurs by 250 percent. 



We created-under the Vice President's leadership-over 100 enterprise zones and 
enterprise communities across the country, generating billions of dollars in new private 
sector investment in these low-income areas. My new budget increases the number of 
empowerment zones, and the incentive to invest in them. And it creates New Markets tax 
credits and other incentives to spur $22 billion in private-sector capital to create new 
businesses and new investments in our inner cities and rural areas. 

We revolutionized welfare and allowed millions of Americans to move from dependency 
to the dignity of work. 
And we reversed the unfair cuts in the welfare reform law, restoring benefits to over 
600,000 legal immigrants. Now, I think the next stage of welfare reform should be to 
help absent fathers who want to do right by their children to get and keep jobs and pay 
their child support, an my budget provides that help. 

Under the VPs leadership, we have reduced the naturalization backlog at INS by 
streamlining the naturalization process to make it easier for immigrants who play by the 
rules to become full partners in America. 

Now, I think we need to investment more to teach immigrants civics and English, and my 
new budget does that. 

I have long been committed to enabling our voteless citizens in Puerto Rico to choose the 
island's ultimate status, and my budget provides the resources for them to be able to do 
that. I have also acted to empower the residents of Vieques to decide for themselves 
whether Navy training there should end in 2003. 

I'm proud that, since 1993,1 have appointed more Hispanics to the federal bench than 
any administration in history. Almost half of my appointments are women or minorities, 
and my appointments have garnered the highest percentages of top ABA ratings in nearly 
40 years. But we have three first-rate Hispanic judicial nominees that that the Senate has 
still not voted on. Judge Julio[WHO-lio] Fuentes for the Third Circuit, civil litigator 

Enrique Moreno for the Fifth Circuit, and Judge Richard Paez [PIE-ez], for the 9^ 
Circuit. Judge Paez is extremely well-qualified. 

Yet he has been made to wait four years for the Senate vote that has finally been 
promised next month. It is going to be a tough vote. I need your help to win it. 

I have worked hard to build an administration that looks like America, because I believe 
that the more diverse our nation becomes, the richer we are in talent and energy and 
ideas. I think most Americans agree with me. The public these days cannot seem to get 
enough of the vitality and sheer joy of Hispanic culture, from the CDs of Ricky Martin 
and Jennifer Lopez to the books of Susan Cisneros and Oscar Hijuelos [e-WELL-os]. 



In an increasingly interconnected world, our diversity is our greatest strength. As long as 
we honor our common values and common humanity, we can and will build the more 
perfect union of our Founders' dreams. 

Thank you. 



Draft 10/8/99 7:35 p.m. 
Glastris 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS AT 

U.S. HISPANIC LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
HYATT REGENCY MCCORMICK PLACE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
October 9,1999 

Acknowledgements: USHLI Pres. Juan Andrade; USHLI Chair. Rey Gonzalez; 
Rep. Luis Gutierrez; Maria Echaveste; Mickey Ibarra; Ida Castro, 

I want to thank Rey Gonzalez, Juan Andrade, and everyone at the U.S. Hispanic 
Leadership Institute. Since 1982 you have carried out the noble mission of widening the 
circle of participation in American democracy, and your hard work has clearly paid off. 
We see it in greater Hispanic voter turnout in recent elections, and in the growing number 
of Hispanic elected officials, like Rep. Luis Gutierrez. I also want to acknowledge the 
many dedicated Hispanic members of my own administration—the most Hispanics of any 
administration in history—including my Deputy Chief of Staff Maria Echaveste; White 
House Director of Intergovernmental Affairs Mickey Ibarra; and EEOC Chairwoman Ida 
Castro. 

There is another noble mission that the Hispanic Leadership Institute has carried 
out over the years. You have helped forge unity among the great diversity that is 
Hispanic America. You have shown that for all the differences of ethnicity, national 
origin, and occasionally opinion, Hispanics are united by common values of faith, family, 
and hard work—and by a common vision of a better future. 

I think America itself, at its best, is like that. We are a diverse nation—the most 
diverse in human history. And in an increasingly global economy, that diversity can be a 
Godsend—if we keep in mind the fundamental truth that what unites us is greater than 
what divides us. 

That thought was uppermost in my mind six-and-a-half years ago, when I became 
President. Vice President Gore and I came to office determined to move away from the 
divide-and-conquer politics that had dominated our nation, and instead bring Americans 
together by doing something about the big challenges that we all faced-high deficits, 
high unemployment, high crime. We wanted to do it in a way that reflected the values 
all Americans share: of opportunity for all, responsibility from all, and a community of 
all. With all that in mind, we put in place a new economic plan in 1993, to cut the 
deficit, expand trade, and invest in our people. 

I think, on the whole, we have been successful. America is enjoying the longest 
peacetime economic expansion in history; the lowest unemployment rate in 29 years; the 
lowest welfare rolls in 30 years; the lowest poverty rate in 20 years; the first back to back 
budget surpluses in 42 years; and the lowest crime rate in 26 years. 



Just last week, we received more good news. Median household income rose 3.5 
percent last year, and median household income for Hispanics rose at an even faster rate 
of 4.8 percent. We now have the lowest Hispanic unemployment rate in history, the 
lowest Hispanic poverty rate in a generation, and a million new Hispanic homeowners 
since 1994. 

The prosperity we now enjoy is the result of the hard work of the American 
people. But it is also the result of good decisions made in Washington, and that is the 
result of a democratic process that the Hispanic Leadership Institute has done so much to 
strengthen. With your help, we have been able to take many, many important actions that 
have had a positive impact on people's lives. 

We doubled the Earned Income Tax Credit, so that it now lifts 1.2 million 
Hispanics out of poverty. 

We raised the minimum wage—directly benefiting 1.6 million Hispanic workers— 
and I think it's time we raised the minimum wage again. 

We turned a $290 billion deficit into a $115 billion surplus, we nearly doubled 
our investment in education and training. 

We increased the number of Small Business Administration loans to Hispanic 
entrepreneurs by 250 percent—and as VP Gore recently announced, the SBA has plans to 
expand that lending even more. 

We revolutionized welfare and allowed millions of Americans to move from 
dependency to the dignity of work. And we reversed the unfair cuts in the welfare reform 
law, restoring benefits to over 600,000 legal immigrants. 

Under the VPs leadership, we have reduced the naturalization backlog at INS by 
streamlining the naturalization process to make it easier for immigrants who play by the 
rules to become full partners in America. 

In the 1997 bipartisan balanced budget bill, we created the $24 billion Children's 
Health Insurance Program, the largest expansion of children's health coverage since the 
enactment of Medicaid. 

Under the VPs leadership, we have created over 100 enterprise zones and 
enterprise communities across the country, generating billions of dollars in new private 
sector investment in these low-income areas. In all these ways, we have worked to bring 
more Americans, and more Hispanic Americans, into the winner's circle—and into the 
mainstream of American life. 

But there are some areas where we have not made enough progress because 
we have not received enough cooperation from Congress—in particular on my 



judicial nominations. I'm proud that we have succeeded in appointing more 
Hispanics to the bench than any administration in history. I'm proud that the 
judges I've appointed are the most diverse group in American history; that almost 
half of them are women or minorities; that more than half of my current judicial 
nominees are women or minorities; and that my appointees have garnered the 
highest percentages of top ABA ratings of any president in nearly 40 years. 

But I am also deeply dissatisfied with the Senate's partisan handling of some 
of my minority nominees. Earlier this week, I said it was a disgrace that the Senate 
defeated, on a straight party-line vote, my nomination of Ronnie White, a highly 
talented African American jurist. I also spoke out on behalf of Richard Paez [PIE-
ez], the first Mexican American ever to serve as a judge in federal district court in 
Los Angeles. More than three-and-a-half years ago I nominated Judge Paez for a 
seat on the 9 t h Circuit. For more than three-and-a-half years he has been waiting 
for the Senate to confirm his nomination. Judge Paez has been deemed "well 
qualified" by the American Bar Association. He has broad bipartisan support. Yet 
he has still not been given a Senate floor vote. Another fine candidate for the 9th 
Circuit, renowned appellate litigator Marsha Berzon [BURR-zon], has been waiting 
for more than 18 months to receive a floor vote. The Senate's treatment of Marsha 
Berzon and Judge Paez is shameful. 

We have also been working to get three other exceptional Hispanic nominees 
confirmed: Judge Julio Fuentes for the Third Circuit, civil litigator Enrique Moreno 
for the Fifth Circuit, and Judge Ronald Guzman for the Northern District of 
Illinois. I'm pleased to announce that Judge Guzman finally received his Judiciary 
Committee hearing this past week for a vacancy on the Northern District of Illinois. 
But the Senate's treatment of Judge White, and its failure to vote on these 
outstanding Hispanic candidates, creates a real doubt about the Senate's ability to 
fairly perform its constitutional duties to advise and consent. I urge you all to help 
me to get Judge Paez, Judge Fuentes, Judge Guzman, Marsha Berzon, and Enrique 
Moreno confirmed this term. 

Congress is clearly capable of putting partisanship aside and doing what's right. 
We saw that this week when a bipartisan majority in the House passed a strong, 
enforceable patients' bill of rights. We still have a lot of work to do before this bill 
becomes the law of the land. But if we can continue to summon that same bipartisan 
spirit, I believe we can continue to make real progress on many fronts. 

We can keep this prosperity going by using the surplus to pay off the debt over 15 
years for the first time since 1835. And we can spread the prosperity to poor rural and 
urban communities that haven't felt it by offering investors the same incentives to invest 
in these new markets that we offer them to invest in new markets overseas. 

We can meet the challenge of an aging America by strengthening Social Security 
and Medicare and modernizing Medicare with a prescription drug benefit. 



We can pass the Kennedy-Jeffords bill that will make sure Americans with 
disabilities can gain a job without losing their health care. 

We can make the U.S. the safest big nation on earth by closing the gun show 
loophole and putting 50,000 more police on the street—especially in high-crime 
neighborhoods. 

We can give all our children a world-class education, by demanding more from 
our schools but also investing more—not less, as the majority leaders in Congress would 
do. I am proud that we won almost $500 million in the 1999 budget for our Hispanic 
Education Action Plan to make sure Latino children get the tutoring and the afterschool 
and mentoring programs they need to help them meet higher academic standards, finish 
high school, and enter college. But when 30 percent of Hispanic students drop out 
before finishing high school, we know we must do more to make sure that states and 
school districts that accept federal dollars spend those dollars in ways that reach under-
served Hispanic students. 

Finally, we can build One America by renewing our commitment to racial 
harmony. 

America has always been enriched by its Hispanic heritage, but never have so 
many Americans been eager to be enriched by it. The public these days cannot seem to 
get enough of the vitality and sheer joy of Hispanic culture, from the CDs of Ricky 
Martin and Jennifer Lopez to the books of Susan Cisneros and Oscar Hijuelos [e-WELL-
os]. And more and more Americans of all racial and ethnic backgrounds are casting 
their votes for Hispanic-American elected officials. I think this says something about 
where we are as a people, and where we're headed. It says that at this moment in history, 
we Americans are confident, prosperous, and open to the world. We are eager for new 
sights, new sounds, and new adventures. And we increasingly understand that in a 
diverse and changing world, America's diversity is its greatest strength. On the verge of 
the 21 s t Century, that is not a bad place to be. 

Thank you and God bless you. 
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National Goals for Educational Excellence for Hispanic Americans 

This draft is an attempt to articulate what the national goals may look like at this point, and elicit areas of 
confusion or disagreement. This is in no way a final product, and will not necessarily represent everyone's 
understanding of the goals. Strategies and indicators are still being developed for each of these goals and will 
be shared for comment when they have been drafted. 

1) Ensure that all Hispanic American children have access to high quality early childhood education and 
development programs and enter school prepared to succeed by eliminating the gap between the Hispanic 
participation rate and the national participation rate in high quality programs by 2010. 

2) Respecting the value of multilingualism, different learning styles, and different instructional approaches, by 
2010 states and school districts will ensure that all students graduate from high school having demonstrated 
proficiency in English. 

3) Eliminate the achievement gap between Hispanic students and other students on state assessments by 2010 
by providing a high quality education with the resources and systems that ensure equal opportunities for all. 

4) Eliminate the gap in the high school completion rate between Hispanic students and the national average by 
2010. 

5) Make progress towards eliminating the gap between the average rate of college completion for Hispanic 
Americans and the national average by 2010 by at least doubling both the percentage of Hispanic Americans 
who earn Associate's and the percentage of Hispanic Americans who earn Bachelor's degrees. 



Draft 5/15/00 
Lowell Weiss 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
TALKING POINTS FOR MALDEF AWARDS DINNER 

WASHINGTON, DC 
May 16, 2000 

• Acks: MALDEF Pres. Antonia Hernandez; Ambassador Luis Lauredo; award winners: Sec. 
Richardson, Dr. Ruth Sanchez Way, John Trasvina; Maria Echaveste; 

• intro 
• good time for america 
• good time for hispanic americans / * (C~'^^ 
• accomplishments .' * j 
• more to do . .. 
• judges 
• other justice issues 
• ^jeducatiflB=^ 
• census 
• health ' , 
• make voices heard in election'-? 
• conclusion 

C 

marisa demeo. 293-2828. Dc counsel. Exec. Dir. , . 
First fundraising/awards ceremony. First time giving awards in DC. Excellence in govt service: 
dr. ruth sanchez wey. Hhs. Career. 
Leadership: sec. richardson; excellence in legal: trasvina, j ohn. Unfair employment. Doj. 
Noche de Celebracion. 
President has not spoken to them. VP has. 
Reception 6-7. Program starts at 7pm. Luis lauredo, permanent ambass. To oas. Hernandez 
introduces potus. 
Awards will be after. 

Importance of hispanic community to the united states. Giving back to the community. 
Importance of being role models. With growing population. 3 people in federal govt, maldef 
huge civil rights org. very helpful with: paez, burzuron, clinton nominees went through senate. 
Helpful in beating up on opposition to moreno. Double standards. People shouldn't be held to 
Qualified. ABA said highly qualified. 

Education. 
Census. 
Health 
Equality Opportunity 



—> |W^i ^*oA-'s 



Search - 102 Results - atl 3 (hemandez) and Maldef and antonia wysiwyg://5l5/http://www.lexis.com/resea...Wk&_md5=48f471ee9dc97689198326e57e3cf97b 

I g j J ^ g QQpi l ' i Chanqu ciiont bftVorti feedback Sign Off Help 

SearchSearch Advisor j Get a Document^ I Check a Citation • ! ECLIPSE^ History 

View: Cite I KWIC I Full 55 nf 102 ' m m m m Text Onlv I Download | Fax I Email 
FOCUS™ - Narrow Results | Save As ECLIPSE | More Like This | More Like Selected Text 

Source: All Sources : / . . . / : News Group File, All 
Terms: atl 3 (hemandez) and maldef and antonia (Edit Search) 

1991 Los Angeles Times, April 18, 1991 

Copyright 1991 The Times Mirror Company 
Los Angeles Times 

April 18, 1991, Thursday, Nuestro Tiempo Edition 

SECTION: Nuestro Tiempo; Page 4; Column 5; Nuestro Tiempo Desk 

LENGTH: 564 words 

HEADLINE: LEADER OF RIGHTS GROUP IS CONFIDENT IN COMBAT 

BYLINE: By RICK HOLGUIN, TIMES STAFF WRITER 

BODY: 
When Anton ia Hernandez was studying to be a history professor, history took a turn and later 

changed her plans. 

Hundreds of Latino students at four East Los Angeles high schools boycotted classes in 1968 to press 
for educational reforms. There were arrests during the so-called "blowouts" that marked the start of 
an era of Latino student activism in Los Angeles. 

In 1971, Hernandez was teaching Latino students in a special program that had been created as a 
result of the "blowouts." One day, some of her students did not show up for class. They had gotten 
into trouble with the law for their activism. 

Hernandez quickly decided to enroll in law school at UCLA. "It was one of those frustrating 
moments," Hernandez said. "I decided I'm going to be a lawyer to change the laws to make this a 
better place to live." 

Two decades later, Hernandez is president and general counsel of the Mexican American Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund, a leading Latino civil rights organization. 

Talkative and engaging, Hernandez leads with an informal style and does not stand on ceremony. 
She and her staff can often be found conferring around a table at a small Mexican restaurant called 
Mi Tierra across the street from MALDEF's Spring Street headquarters downtown. 

Hernandez, 42, has gained a reputation as a tireless and hard-driving administrator since she was 
named to head MALDEF in 1985. "Her strength and her effectiveness and her productivity rest in her 
persistence," said Dionicio Morales, president o f the Mexican American Opportunity Foundation in Los 
Angeles. 

Like her organization, Hernandez is comfortable in combat. 

Flash back to 1987, when MALDEF's executive committee abruptly fired her, contending that she 
had mishandled a case and questioning her leadership skills. Hernandez denied any wrongdoing and 
sued the executive committee. Newspapers carried the story. She was reinstated six weeks later and 
the lawsuit was dropped. 
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"They insulted me in public, and I had to fight back," Hernandez said. 

Hernandez often recalls the words of her father, who taught her to serve the public and to view the 
world with a critical eye. "My father would say blind loyalty to anything is not something to be proud 
of," said Hernandez, a mother of three who is married to another lawyer, Michael Stern. 

Hernandez also is driven by her experiences as an immigrant. 

She was born in Mexico and spent her early years on an ejido, or communal ranch, near Torreon, in 
the north-central state of Coahuila. 

"We were materially poor but not deprived," she said. 

The Hernandez family moved across the border into New Mexico and later settled into the Maravilla 
housing project in East Los Angeles. 

From the time she was about 9 through her teen-age years, Hernandez spent four to six weeks each 
summer picking cotton and other crops in the San Joaquin Valley fields to help her family make ends 
meet. 

Education was important to the Hernandez family. Antonia graduated from Garfield High and she 
attended East Los Angeles College. She earned her undergraduate and law degrees from UCLA. 

Hernandez remembers some of the youths from the projects who never beat the odds to attend 
college. The Maravilla project, with its gang activity, was one of the roughest in the area. 

" I saw my friends being wasted as talented resources for reasons not of their making," she said. 
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San Antonio Express-News September 26, 1998, Saturday 

Copyright 1998 San Antonio Express-News 
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September 26, 1998, Saturday , METRO 
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LENGTH: 690 words 

HEADLINE: MALDEF marks 30th anniversary 

BYLINE: John Tedesco; Express-News Staff Writer 

BODY: Thirty years ago, a small group of lawyers opened a law office in San Antonio that was 
different from most. 

It was free, dedicated to the downtrodden and about to change history. 

The Mexican Amer ican Legal Defense and Educat ional Fund was created in 1968 . About 350 of 
its supporters gathered Friday at the Hyatt Regency Hotel downtown to remember past battles and 
gear up for future ones. 

The fund-raising dinner drew politicians from across the state and nation, including U.S. Secretary of 
Energy Bill Richardson and Democratic gubernatorial candidate Garry Mauro. 

They came to praise an organization that turned to the courts to bring about change for minorities. 

"The greatest contribution MALDEF has made has been to America itself, not just to us," Richardson, 
the keynote speaker, told the audience. 

"Where would this country be, and the promise of America be, if Hispanics were still denied the rights 
that are guaranteed by the Constitution to all of its citizens?" 

Honorees at the dirmet^were ret ir^d^rS^Distr ict^dtJge^ames DpAhda bf^Hou^Wn; M a r t a ^ Los 
Angelese J i m e n e z ^ Hou^tQri^jiffector of the-4HT(migration1^w^nforcemei^^ ProjHctTand 

\Cha/les Bbt^c j jd i rman and CEO o f the H-E-B Grocery Co. 

MALDEF is a nationwide organization today, but it had humble beginnings in San Antonio. 

Its founders announced the creation of a legal defense fund May 1, 1968 , in the St. Anthony Hotel, 
according to a news article published at the t ime. 

They denounced gerrymandering of legislative districts, a "restrictive" voter registration system and 
school segregation. 

"Discrimination is serious in many areas of Texas, where the public education system is not geared to 
preparing Mexican- Americans for higher education," declared MALDEF's first chairman, Carlos 

of 3 5/15/2000 4:40 PM 



Search - 47J^esults - (Mexican American ...d Educational Fund) and hist(^san4'g9*81/http://www.lexis.com/resea...Wk&_md5=25c4f43f877c0bd75ee2525fe31a0a01 

Cadena, more than 30 years ago. 

ALDEF's offices opened three months later with a staff of five lawyers in San Antonio and one in Los 
/Angeles, operating from a $2.2 million Ford Foundation grant. 

it"he lawyers won their first civil-rights legal battle in December 1968 . Students of Edcouch Elsa High 
School in Hidalgo County had brought a list of 15 demands for better education to the school board, 
which refused to consider them. 

Sixty-two students boycotted classes and were expelled. 

MALDEF argued the students had a right to protest, and Judge Reynaldo Garza agreed. The students 
were reinstated, and the expulsion was ruled unconstitutional. 

Police brutality was another MALDEF target in the early 1970s, and dozens of lawsuits were filed on 
behalf of Hispanic families, especially in the Los Angeles area. 

MALDEF refused to cooperate with a San Antonio commission that investigated cases of police 
brutality, calling it an ineffective "kangaroo court," according to a news report. 

Minorities won representation in the Texas Legislature because of a 1971 MALDEF lawsuit. White vs. 
Regester challenged at- large voting districts in Bexar and Dallas counties, resulting in 
single-member districts that empowered minorities. 

"Each of the legal briefs that MALDEF filed was a declaration of the rights of man," Richardson said 
Friday. 

The event raised $180,000, which will go to MALDEF's general fund. 

"Change takes a long t ime, it requires a lot of patience, and it takes a lot of funds," Al Kauffman, 
MALDEF's regional counsel in San Antonio, said before the dinner. 

A nonprofit organization, MALDEF reported it earned $4.8 million in 1997 and spent about $4.4 
million. 

According to its annual report, $2.4 million of those expenditures were spent on legal expenses. 

MALDEF is working to restore affirmative action in Texas colleges. In June, the group joined the 
NAACP in intervening in the University of Texas' appeal o f the Hopwood vs. Texas case. 

The Hopwood case in 1996 resulted in a ban on using race as a factor in making decisions on 
admissions, financial aid and scholarship in public colleges. 

MALDEF plans to educate leaders about the importance of Hispanics being counted in the upcoming 
national census. 

GRAPHIC: PHOTO: RODOLFO B. ORNELAS / Staff 

H-E-B Grocery Co. Chairman and CEO Charles Butt (center) chats with David Perry and his wife, Rene 
Haas, during Friday night's MALDEF fund-raiser celebrating its 30th anniversary. 
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Hispanic Speech 

I would like to say a few words about an issue that is important to me and that I 
know is important to this community: the need to confirm judges and to ensure that our 
federal courts reflect America's racial diversity. I'm proud that I have appointed the 
most diverse group of federal judges in history. Nearly half are women or minorities. 
Almost half of my current judicial nominees are women or minorities - and they are 
good judges. Significantly, my appointments have garnered the highest percentages of 
top ratings from the American Bar Association in 40 years - shattering the destructive 
myth that diversity somehow diminishes quality. 

I am especially proud that we have succeeded in appointing more Hispanic 
Americans to the federal bench than any Administration in history. To date, 24 of my 
judicial appointees have been Hispanic Americans, more than in the previous two 
Republican Administrations combined. This Administration has also appointed more 
Hispanics to the appellate bench - seven thus far - than in the previous three 
Administrations combined. 

In short, my appointees are well-qualified, they're diverse - you would think the 
United States Senate would be falling all over themselves to confirm them. Unfortu­
nately, this has not been the case. A non-partisan blue ribbon study (issued by the 
Citizens for Independent Courts' Task Force on Federal Judicial Selection) found that 
during the lOS1'1 Congress, women and minority nominees took significantly longer to be 
considered than did white male nominees and that minority nominations failed at a far 
higher rate (35%) than the nominations of whites (14%). 

This disturbing trend has continued into the present Congress. Over the past year, 
two very qualified minority nominees have become casualties of the highly politicized 
confirmation process. Last year there was a disgraceful rejection of an African American 
state supreme court judge from Missouri named Ronnie White, solely on the basis of 
party politics. 

Enrique Moreno is another eminently qualified lawyer whose nomination has 
recently fallen victim to partisan politics. Earlier this month, Texas Senators Gramm and 
Hutchison announced that they would oppose Moreno's nomination to the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Their claim that Moreno lacks the necessary 
experience to serve on the Fifth Circuit is unconscionable. The American Bar 
Association, which has rated judicial nominees for Republican and Democratic 
Presidents since the Eisenhower Administration, unanimously gave Moreno their highest 
rating. Moreno was rated one of the top three trial attorneys in El Paso by state judges, 
and has garnered the support ofthe United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, the 
Hispanic National Bar Association, and local law enforcement officials. By suggesting 
that Moreno needs judicial experience before he could be appointed to the appellate 
bench, the Texas Senators appear to be applying a double standard. Six of the nine 
judges on the Fifth Circuit appointed by Republican Presidents had no judicial 
experience. And almost half of the Fifth Circuit judges appointed by Republican 



Presidents had fewer years of overall legal experience than MorenoTjThe claim that 
J^ofmo-rs-mSTquahhed tor the FiftHTlTCTiit is nothing chert-o-faiTTnsult to fair-minded 

Americans. By blocking qualified judicial nominees, Gramm and Hutchison have 
exacerbated the vacancy crisis on the Fifth Circuit. Their unjustifiable opposition to 
Enrique Moreno - an exceptionally well-qualified Hispanic judicial nominee - must not 

y b e allowed to stand. 

The quality of justice suffers when, for partisan political reasons, highly qualified 
minority candidates such aa jwdgcWhite ancTEnnque Moreno^re denied an opportunity 
to serve on this nation's courts. I therefore call upon the Senate to put aside partisan 
differences and work toward bringing greater diversity to the federal benr.h from this Hay 
forward^ in particular, 1 challenge the Senate to act on two Hispanic nominees currently 
InHmg before the Senate Judiciary Committee. In April, I nominated Jay Garcia-

Gregory, a San Juan lawyer with over 20 years of litigation experience, to fi l l a vacancy 
on the U.S. District Court for the District of Puerto Rico. And last week, I nominated 
Ricardo Morado for a position on the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of 
Texas. A graduate of Harvard Law School, Morado is a successful litigator in San 
penito^Texas. I urge the Senate to confirm both of these excellent Hispanic nominees. 

I also challenge the Senate to act o^SoIIy Ge^ an Asian American woman 
nominated for a seat on the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California. A 
private practitioner in Los Angeles who was appointed by me to the Federal Service 
Impasse Panel, Gee has broad bi-partisan support. Nevertheless, her nomination has 
languished before the Senate for over eleven months, longer than all but nine of my 
pending nominees. 

These wonderful candidates - Jay Garcia-Gregory, Ricardo Morado, and Dolly 
Gee - deserve up-or-down votes before the full Senate. We must have a federal judiciary 
that applies the law fairly, and one that represents the diversity of America. 
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